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PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Young  Men’s  Mer- 
cantile Library  Association  was  held  in  the  Library  Room  on 
Monday  evening,  14th  January,  1861 ; Hon.  David  Ritchie, 
President,  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  William  II.  Kincaid,  Secre- 
tary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved, 
after  which  the  President  read  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  — then  the  Secretary  read  the  reports  of  the 
Treasurer  and  of  the  Lecture  and  Library  Committees,  all  of 
which,  on  motion,  were  accepted  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to 
be  published. 

The  following  amendment  to  Article  X.  of  the  Constitution, 
proposed  by  Mr  E.  P.  Darlington  at  the  last  annual  meeting, 
was,  on  motion,  adopted : “ That  hereafter  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors shall  appoint  the  time  for  holding  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Association  between  the  1st  and  15tli  days  of  January, 
and  that  the  annual  election  of  officers  be  held  the  same  eve- 
ning, between  the  hours  of  7 and  9.” 

On  motion,  the  President  appointed  Mr.  J.  L.  Marshall,  to 
assist  Messrs.  C.  I.  Wade  and  R.  A.  George,  Auditors,  to 
count  the  ballot  for  officers  for  the  year  1861. 

Mr.  Eelix  R.  Brunot  moved  that  the  publication  of  a Class- 
ified Catalogue  of  the  Library  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. Referred. 

The  Auditors  reported  the  election  of  the  officers  for  the 
year  1861,  the  result  of  which  appears  in  another  place. 

WILLIAM  II.  KINCAID, 

Secretary. 


Thirteenth  Annual  Report. 


Gentlemen — For  detailed  statements  ot  the  affairs  of  our 
Association,  you  are  referred  to  the  reports  of  the  different 
officers,  herewith  submitted.  Special  attention  is  requested  to 
the  excellent  report  of  the  Library  Committee.  Their  sugges- 
tions, so  far  as  practicable,  should  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  Library,  and  of  newspapers 
and  periodicals  received  at  the  Reading  Room,  justifies  us  in 
calling  public  attention  to  the  fact,  that  for  the  small  sum  of 
four  dollars  a year,  any  one  may  have  the  use  of  literature  in  all 
these  departments,  which  no  individual  could  procure  for  him- 
self, except  at  a cost  which  few  can  afford.  If  this  were  more 
generally  known,  our  list  of  members  would,  doubtless,  be 
considerably  increased.  Many  persons  look  upon  a request  to 
subscribe  as  an  application  for  a gift  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  understood  by  all  who  have 
not  the  means  to  purchase  a large  library,  that  for  a small  con- 
tribution they  can  have  the  use  of  a large  number  of  valua- 
ble books,  &c.  which  they  cannot  have  access  to  by  any  other 
means. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Association,  it  is  true,  the  sub- 
scribers  had  to  look  more  to  the  future  benefit  of  others,  than 
to  any  immediate  recompense  to  themselves.  At  present, 
however,  any  one  who  wishes  the  use  of  books,  newspapers, 
&c.  can  have  it  more  cheaply  by  subscribing  to  our  Association 
than  by  any  other  mode. 

The  attention  of  members  is  requested  to  what  the  Library 
Committee  say  about  writing  on  the  margins  of  books.  Cer- 
tainly no  gentleman  who  reflects  upon  the  subject  will  do 
such  a thing.  The  books  are  not  the  property  of  any  indi- 
vidual, and  no  one  has  a right  to  soil,  deface  or  injure  them. 
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A considerable  number  of  subscribers  have  not  paid  their 
subsci  iptions.  By  refusing  or  neglecting  to  pay,  they  act  very 
unfairly  toward  their  fellow  members.  Some  measures  ought 
to  be  adopted  to  oblige  them  to  pay  their  subscriptions,  or  if 
that  cannot  be  done,  to  prevent  them  from  using  the  property 
of  the  Association. 

Ihe  thanks  of  the  Association  are  hereby  presented  to 
those  gentlemen  and  associations  who  have  favored  us  with 
donations  of  books,  &c.  during  the  past  year.  A list  of  their 
names  is  hereto  appended  and  made  part  of  this  report. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

DAVID  RITCHIE, 

T)  T President. 

Pittsburgh,  Jannary  14,  1861. 


TREASURER’S  RETORT. 


(Ieo.  J.  Townsend, 

in  account  with  Y.  M.  M.  Library 

I860. 

Jan.  10.  To  balance  cash  on  hand, 

“ subscriptions  of  members, 

“ cash  from  Lecture  Committee,  - 
“ donation  for  books  from  F.  K,  Brunot, 
“ sales  of  old  newspapers, 


Dr. 

$ 38  54 

1,272  12 
405  52 
50  00 
20  37 


$1,786  55 


amount  paid  salaries, 

$556  00 

rent, 

225 

00 

newspapers  and  magazines, 

370 

52 

books,  - 

153 

96 

sundry  bills  and  accounts, 

245 

60 

postage  $36.97,  coal  $22, 

58 

97 

gas,  - 

incidental  expenses, 

106 

20 

20 

71 

balance  cash  on  hand, 

49 

59 

$1,786  55 

1861. 

Jan.  14. 


To  balance, 
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REPORT  OF  LECTURE  COMMITTEE. 


Nine  Lectures  have  been  delivered  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Association  during  the  year,  as  follows : 


DATE. 

NAME3. 

SUBJECTS. 

Jan. 

10. 

Horace  G-reely, 

An  Overland  Journey  to  California. 

u 

24. 

Rev.  Dr.  Coxe, 

Pompeii. 

u 

26. 

U U 

Charles  the  First. 

March 

5. 

Bayard  Taylor, 

Moscow. 

Nov. 

12. 

Geo.  Vandenhoff, 

Tragedy  and  Comedy  of  Dickens. 

U 

13. 

((  (t 

Smiles  and  Tears  from  Poetic  Fountains. 

U 

15. 

U (C 

A Budget  of  Fun,  with  Touches  of 
Pathos. 

CC 

23. 

Bayard  Taylor, 

Man  and  Climate. 

Dec. 

18. 

Geo.  Yandenhoff, 

As  You  Like  it,  and  Dickens’  Bar  dell  vs. 
Pickwick. 

Geo.  W.  Curtis  was  engaged  and  announced  to  lecture  on 
December  4th,  but  missed  a rail  road  connection  and  failed  to 
arrive.  The  Committee  hope  that  he  may  yet  come  before  the 
close  of  the  season.  The  following  are  positively  engaged  : 
1861,  Jan.  22.  Dr.  Holland  (Timothy  Titcomb);  subject  — 
“Work  and  Play.”  Feb.  28.  Bayard  Taylor;  subject — 
“ Humboldt.” 

The  following  have  promised  to  come  : John  B.  Gough  and 
Hon.  Charles  Sumner. 

The  receipts  from  Lectures  for  the  year  were  $1,499  64 

Expenditures,  ------  947  45 


Profit, 


$552  19 
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EE  PORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


The  Library  has  been  increased  during  the  year  as  follows  : 


Volumes  bought,  - - - - - . 152 

“ bound,  -------  71 

presented,  ------  71 


Total,  -------  294 


The  whole  number  of  volumes  now  belonging  to  the  Library, 
is  apparently  3,675. 

1 lie  large  additions  made  to  the  Library  since  the  publica- 
tion of  the  last  Catalogue,  in  1858,  and  the  fact  that  the  edi- 
tion is  expended,  demands,  for  the  convenience  and  use  of  the 
members,  and  as  a means  of  making  known  to  the  public  the 
true  condition  of  the  Library,  that  a new  one  be  prepared  and 
published  as  soon  as  practicable.  Should  the  Association  con- 
sider the  printing  of  a Catalogue,  at  this  time,  a greater  bur- 
den than  the  treasury  can  bear,  we  would  suggest  its  sale  to 
the  members  at  such  price  as  will  pay  the  cost  of  publication. 

1 he  Librarian  reports,  that  owing  to  the  increased  number 
ot  books,  some  of  the  shelves  required  for  eas}^  access  have 
become  too  crowded,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  books.  More 
room  is,  therefore,  needed,  both  for  the  proper  use  as  well  as 
arrangement  of  the  books.  As  the  shelving  already  put  up 
occupies  al!  the  available  space  in  the  room  (unless  it  be  ex- 
tended to  an  inconvenient  height),  the  policy  and  necessity  of 
a removal  to  more  ample  quarters  is  suggested  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


9 


Newspapers  and  Periodicals. 

The  following  have  been  received  at  the  Library  during  the 
year : 

[Newspapers. — New  York — Dailies:  Tribune,  Times,  Even- 
ing Post,  Journal  of  Commerce,  World.  Weeklies:  Inde- 
pendent, Harpers’,  Scientific  American,  Architect  and  Me- 
chanics’ Journal,  Frank  Leslie’s,  Wilke’s  Spirit,  Hick  Nax. 
(monthly).  Philadelphia. — Dailies:  North  American  and  IT.  S. 
Gazette,  Press,  Pennsylvanian,  Inquirer.  Washington , L>.  C. — 
National  Intelligencer,  Globe,  Constitution,  National  Era 
(weekly).  Boston — Daily  Traveler.  New  Orleans — Picayune 
(daily),  Price  Current  (semi-weekly).  London , England — Even- 
ing Mail  or  Times  (tri- weekly),  Illustrated  News,  Punch 
(weekly).  Baltimore — American;  Louisville — Journal;  Cincin- 
nati— Gazette  ; Chicago — Tribune  ; Charleston , S.  C. — Mercury  ; 
Columbus,  0. — State  Journal;  Si.  Louis — Republican;  Harris- 
burg— Legislative  Record,  each  daily.  Mount  Vernon,  0. — 
Democratic  Banner;  Beaver,  Pa. — Weekly  Argus.  Pittsburgh 
— Commercial  Journal,  Gazette,  Post,  Dispatch,  Chronicle, 
True  Press,  Legal  Journal. 

Magazines. — Atlantic  Monthly,  Hunt’s  Merchants,  Black- 
wood’s Edinburgh,  North  British  Review,  Protestant  Episcopal 
Review,  Westminster  Review,  Edinburgh  Review,  London 
Quarterly  Review,  North  American  Review,  Methodist  Quar- 
terly Review,  Harpers’  Monthly,  Knickerbocker,  Eclectic  (Mag- 
azine, London  Art  Journal,  Journal  of  Franklin  Institute. 
Cornhill,  Gardener’s  Monthly,  Littell’s  Living  Age,  and  Pres- 
byterian Quarterly  Review. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal,  Methodist  Quarterly,  and  Presby- 
terian Quarterly  Reviews,  and  Littell's  Living  Age,  are  pre- 
sented to  the  Library  by  members.  To  J.  W.  Kerr,  Esq.  we 
are  indebted  for  the  Architect  and  Mechanics’  Journal.  The 
Mount  Vernon  Banner,  Ohio  State  Journal,  Philadelphia  In- 
quirer and  Beaver  Argus,  are  kindly  furnished  by  their  respec- 
tive publishers  free  of  charge. 

Total  newspapers  received,  44;  magazines,  19.  Added 
'luring  the  year,  the  following:  The  World,  Inquirer,  Archi- 
tect and  Mechanics’  Journal,  Charleston  Mercury,  Ohio  State 
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.Journal,  Beaver  Argus,  Cornhill  Magazine,  Gardener’s  Monthly 
Magazine,  Littell’s  Living  Age,  Presbyterian  Quarterly  Re- 
view. 

Donations. 

The  following  persons  and  associations  have  made  donations 
of  books  and  pamphlets  : 


J.  P.  Penney,  Esq.,  - - 2 pamphlets,  2 vols 

E.  II.  Irish,  Esq.,  1 1 “ 

I).  E.  Bayard,  Esq.,  - - 2 “ 1 “ 

T.  R.  Hood,  3 “ 1 “ 

E.  R.  Brunot,  - - - 17  “ 6 “ 

Russell  Errett,  Esq.,  1 “ 1 “ 

W.  T.  Coggeshall,  Columbus,  0.,  2 “ 

Joseph  Albree,  1 “ 1 “ 

G.  E.  Appleton,  - 12  “ 7 “ 

Smithsonian  Institute,  4 “ 1 “ 

G.  W.  Dithridge,  - - - - - 4 “ 

E.  P.  Darlington,  - - - - - 4 “ 

John  Kilgore,  ------  3 “ 

George  II.  Thurston, 3 “ 

John  Magoffin,  - - - - - 3 “ 

A Lady  Member,  - - - - - 4 “ 

lion.  H.  C.  Hickok,  Harrisburg,  - - 6 “ 

Daniel  Armstrong,  Esq.,  - - - - 5 “ 

lion.  J.  K.  Moorhead,  - - - 10  “ 


George  Albree,  J.  Q.  A.  Smith,  M.  Harmon,  U.  S.  Patent 
Office,  T.  J.  Duncan,  -Jr.,  John  S.  Murray,  Little,  Brown  & 
Co.  of  Boston,  and  Maryland  Institute,  each  one  volume. 

Also,  E.  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  J.  H.  M’Clelland,  House  of  Refuge 
West.  Pa.,  Mercantile  Library  Asso.,  Phila.;  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Asso.,  Hew  York;  Mercantile  Library  Asso.,  Brooklyn; 
Y.  M.  M.  Library,  Cincinnati ; Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis 
(2);  Y.  M.  Society,  Detroit;  W.  II.  Kincaid,  Hicols  & Dean,  St. 
Paul,  Min.;  Hew  Hampshire  Insane  Asylum,  Hon.  D.  Ritchie, 
T.  T.  Flagyer,  Esq.,  of  H.  Y.  Legislature,  Maryland  Institute, 
West.  Pa.  Hospital,  one  pamphlet  each. 
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Circulation  of  Books. 

The  number  of  books  taken  from  the  Library  during  the 


last  three  years,  compares  as  follows  : 

For  the  year  ending  January  1,  1860,  - - - 2,382 

“ “ “ “ January  1,  1859,  - - 1,785 

Increase,  - - - 597 

For  the  year  ending  January  1,  1861,  - - 4,052 

“ “ “ “ January  1,  1860,  - - - 2,382 

Increase,  - - - 1,670 


By  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  circulation,  as 
compared  with  any  previous  year,  has  considerably  increased. 
This  is  owing,  in  a great  measure,  to  the  plan  recently  adopted 
of  adding  new  works  of  general  interest  as  soon  as  published, 
and  if  continued  will,  no  doubt,  tend  to  the  same  good  result 
in  the  future.  This  account  of  the  circulation  of  books  does  not 
include  the  renewals ; and  as  each  book  from  the  Library  is 
read  by  more  than  one  person  generally,  the  amount  of  read- 
ing matter  circulated  is  apparent.  And  when  we  consider,  in 
addition  thereto,  the  number  of  members  who  daily  and 
nightly  visit  the  Booms  for  the  purpose  of  referring  to  and 
reading  books  and  periodicals  without  removing  them,  the 
value  of  such  an  Institution  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

The  loss  of  books  during  the  year  has  been  small,  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained,  amounting  to  only  four  volumes— not  ex- 
ceeding four  dollars.  Many  books,  however,  have  been  de- 
faced by  marginal  notes,  comments,  &c.,  in  pencil ; a practice 
exceedingly  annoying,  and  which  the  Librarian  would  gladly 
prevent  could  a feasible  plan  be  suggested. 

Attendance. 

The  attendance  at  the  Beading  Boom  during  the  year  has 
been  very  gratifying.  The  number  of  constant  readers  who 
spend  their  evenings  here  has  largely  increased.  Bo  effort  has 
been  spared  to  add  to  the  attractions  of  the  Library,  to  induce 
young  men  to  spend  their  time  pleasantly  and  profitably  there, 
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instead  of  seeking  dangerous  excitements  and  associations 
elsewhere. 

Binding. 

Seventy-one  new  volumes  have  been  bound  during  the  year, 
forty-one  volumes  rebound,  and  twenty-two  repaired.  The 
weak  and  insecure  mode  of  cloth  binding  in  which  nearly  all 
ot  the  popular  works  of  the  day  are  now  sent  out  by  the  pub- 
lishers, and  the  carelessness  with  which  many  persons  use 
them,  cause  them  to  give  way  very  rapidly.  We  cannot  dis- 
charge our  duty  to  the  Association  properly  without  urging 
the  members  to  more  care  of  the  hooks  belonging  to  the 
Library.  The  rebinding  and  repairing  account  is  a heavy  an- 
nual tax  upon  the  treasury,  and  absorbs  money  which  other- 
wise might  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  new  hooks.  The 
members  will  greatly  promote  the  welfare  and  usefulness  of 
the  Association  by  heeding  this  reference  to  the  subject,  and 
also  by  the  prompt  return  of  hooks  to  the  Library  within  the 
time  specified  in  the  rules  and  regulations. 

Several  of  the  leading  daily  newspapers  from  other  cities, 
and  two  Pittsburgh  dailies,  are  preserved  at  the  Library  and 
bound  at  the  end  of  each  year.  Also  all  pamphlets  of  present 
interest,  or  which  are  likely  to  become  of  interest  in  the  future, 
are  indexed  and  hound  in  volumes.  We  respectfully  invite  all 
Associations  and  individuals  to  aid  us  in  rendering  this  depart- 
ment ot  the  Library  as  complete  as  possible,  by  sending  us 
pamphlets  containing  reports,  addresses,  &c.,  that  they  may  be 
preserved  and  placed  where  the  community  can  have  easy 
access  to  them. 

Membership, 

iSTumber  of  members  at  commencement  of  year  was  338 


Added  during  the  year, 96 


424 

Removed  and  deceased,  -----  n 

Withdrawn, 22 

Delinquent,  -------  52 

— 85 

Present  number,  ------  339 
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While  the  above  falls  much  below  what  we  expected  to  re- 
port, yet  it  is  far  from  discouraging.  We  are  happy  to  say, 
that  our  list  of  members  includes  many  ladies.  The  increased 
interest  evinced  by  them  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Library  is 
gratifying  to  the  officers,  and  we  hope  mutually  beneficial  to 
them  and  the  Association. 

The  experience  of  the  past  shows,  that  to  sustain  the  Library 
a constant  and  energetic  effort  by  the  individual  members  is 
necessary.  The  Librarian  should  be  absent  from  the  room  as 
little  as  possible.  A large  class  of  young  persons  depend  upon 
him  to  select  books  for  them,  and  other  obvious  duties  there 
require  his  constant  attendance.  To  the  members,  therefore, 
and  particularly  to  the  mercantile  community,  must  we  mainly 
look  for  aid  in  obtaining  additional  members  and  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  general  welfare  of  the  Association. 

The  interests  of  a manufacturing  and  commercial  city  like 
Pittsburgh  are  dependent  upon  the  intelligence  as  well  as  the 
energy  of  its  business  men.  To  instruct,  elevate,  and  also 
entertain  that  class  of  our  community,  was  the  main  purpose  of 
the  originators  of  the  Library.  And  to  the  young  man  who 
wishes  to  impart  vigor  to  his  intellect,  and  obtain  stores  of 
knowledge  for  ready  use  in  the  battle  of  life,  we  offer  treas- 
ures bevond  value. 

1/ 

Having  secured  a firm  foundation  for  our  Association,  and 
offering,  for  a small  annual  sum,  such  inducements  as  cannot 
fail  to  attract,  if  fairly  presented  to  the  public,  we  again  urge 
each  member  to  continued  action  to  increase  our  membership, 
that  our  ability  to  do  good  may  expand,  and  the  Library  soon 
become  what  its  founders  designed  it  to  be — an  inexhaustible 
fountain  of  intellectual  health  to  the  people,  and  an  honor  to 
the  citv. 
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f flung  pint's i ^UmrnttU  ptey  & UNttbanitf  institute. 

ROOMS,  No.  64  FOURTH  STREET,  BETWEEN  WOOD  AND  MARKET. 


EXTRACT  rRQM  THE  CONSTITUTION*. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Section  1.  Any  person,  if  approved  of  by  a majority  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
may  become  a member  on  complying  -with  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  2.  Each  member  shall  pay  an  annual  contribution  of  four  dollars  in  ad- 
vance, which  will  entitle  him  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  Institute.  The  payment  of 
thirty-five  dollars  shall  constitute  a member  for  life,  with  an  exemption  from  all 
annual  payments.  Unmarried  ladies,  two  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  3.  The  annual  contribution  of  the  members  shall  become  due  and  payable 
on  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  year,  in  advance,  but  all  members  who  are 
elected  subsequently  to  April,  shall  pay  in  advance  from  the  date  of  their  election, 
at  the  rate  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month  until  the  first  day  of 
January  next  ensuing. 

Sec.  4.  Any  member  who  shall  have  refused  to  pay  his  annual  contribution 
for  one  year,  shall  by  a vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors  forfeit  his  membership;  but 
he  shall  not  thereby  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  his  arrears. 

Sec.  5.  Honorary  or  corresponding  members  may  be  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  who  shall  report  such  election  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Institute. 

Sec.  6.  Any  member  wishing  to  withdraw  from  the  Association,  must  inform 
the  Librarian  of  it,  and  see  that  his  resignation  is  registered. 

Sec.  7.  No  resignation  of  membership  shall  be  accepted  until  all  dues  shall 
have  been  paid. 


Regulations  in  Relation  to  the  Detention  of  Books. 

Members  may  detain  a book  two  weeks,  with  the  privilege  of  renewing  it  for 
one  week  longer,  except  new  publications,  which,  until  they  have  been  in  the  Li- 
brary three  months,  shall  not  be  detained  longer  than  one  week,  and  shall  in  no 
case  be  renewed. 

A fine  of  ten  cents  per  week  shall  be  exacted  for  the  detention  of  every  book 
beyond  the  limited  time;  and  if  a book  be  not  returned  within  three  months,  it 
shall  be  deemed  lost,  and  the  borrower  shall  in  addition  to  his  fines  forfeit  its  value. 

Should  any  book  be  returned  injured,  the  borrower  shall  pay  for  the  injury,  or 
replace  the  book,  as  the  Library  Committee  may  direct;  and  if  one  or  more  books 
belonging  to  a set  or  sets  be  lost,  the  borrower  shall  pay  the  full  value  of  the  set 
or  sets,  and  may  take  the  remaining  volumes. 

No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  receive  a book  from  the  Library  until  he  shall 
have  paid  all  sums  due  from  him  to  the  Association. 

No  reference  book  is  to  be  taken  from  the  Library. 
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